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In Munich, it’s the mix that makes the message. Old  
meets new, past meets present and future, the mod-
ern blends harmoniously with the traditi onal, bits 
and bytes with beer, business and leisure. For the 
visitor, there is an endless list of sights to see or 
acti viti es to engage in. Among the many places 
of interest are the residences of the Dukes and 
Kings of Bavaria. The conference trip will take us 
to Neuschwanstein castle, built by the Fairytale 
King of Bavaria Ludwig II at the foot of the Alps. 
The gala dinner will be held in an historic Bavar-
ian beer cellar.
The Bavarian Metropolis with its 1.3 million in-
habitants lies virtually at the centre of Europe 
and is easy to access, either by high-speed trains, 
by motorway, or through a large internati onal 
airport. Year aft er year, Munich takes gold in Ger-
man city rankings. The reason is simple: a magic 
combinati on of a vigorous economy and top-
notch leisure ti me acti viti es and outstanding 
cultural off erings. Three world-class orchestras, 
countless concert venues and a host of festi vals 
ensure a constant fl ow of music of all styles. 
The city also has a wide array of museums. In 
the Pinakotheken area alone, fi ve eminent in-
sti tuti ons exhibit fi ne arts of eight centuries all 
within walking distance. Completi ng these three
cultural giants is the newly-opened Museum 
Brandhorst that features modern art. Science 
and technology have an oustanding public fo-
rum at the Deutsches Museum on the Isar River.
Two of the best universiti es of Germany are 
located in Munich: the Ludwig-Maximilians-
University Munich,established in 1472, and 
the Technical University Munich, established in 
1868. There are also a lot of scienti fi c insti tu-
ti ons in the capital city of Bavaria – for example, 
the headquarters of the Fraunhofer Society and 
the Max-Plank-Society, as well as the Bavarian 
Academy of Sciences.
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Date
09–13 September 2019

Venue
Ludwig-Maximilians University Munich
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences
Theresienstraße 41 
80333 München, Germany

Conference Chairs
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Schmahl
Dr. Erika Griesshaber 
Ludwig-Maximilians University Munich
Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Sekti on Kristallographie

Industrial Exhibiti on
The conference will be accompanied by a specialised industrial 
exhibiti on. Interested companies are requested to contact Con-
ventus.

Hotels
Please fi nd further informati on online at www.biomin2019.de.
Please book your hotel accommodati on as soon as possible.

Conference Administrati on
Conventus Congressmanagement & Marketi ng GmbH
Susann Möller/Sandra Gott schalg
Phone +49 3641 3116-379/-350
biomin2019@conventus.de
www.conventus.de

Companion Meeti ng
Annual Meeti ng of the Paleontological Society 
(Paläontologische Gesellschaft ) 2019
15–18 September 2019
Munich, Germany



Invited Speakers
Lia Addadi (Rehovot/IL)
Anat Akiva (Eindhoven/NL)
Colin Brownlee (Southampton/UK)
Charles A. Ett ensohn (Pitt sburgh, PA/US)
Concepción Jiménez-López (Granada/ES)
Susannah Porter (Santa Barbara, CA/US)
Elena Sturm (Konstanz/DE)
Sylvie Tambutt é (Monaco/MC)

Organizing committ ee
Antonio Checa (Granada/ES)
Helmut Cölfen (Konstanz/DE)
Rivka Elbaum (Jerusalem/IL)
Peter Fratzl (Potsdam/DE)
Joël Gautron (Paris/FR)
Stanislav Gorb (Kiel/DE)
Erika Griesshaber (Munich/DE)
Elizabeth Harper (Cambridge/UK)
Daniel J. Jackson (Götti  ngen/DE)
Nils Kröger (Dresden/DE)
Yurong Ma (Beijing/CN)
Fiona Meldrum (Leeds/UK)
Hiromichi Nagasawa (Tokyo/JP)
Marthe Rousseau (St. Eti enne/FR)
Anna Schenk (Bayreuth/DE)
Wolfgang Schmahl (Munich/DE)
Nico Sommerdijk (Eindhoven/NL)
Michio Suzuki (Tokyo/JP) 
Ruikang Tang (Hangzhou/CN)
Andreas Ziegler (Ulm/DE)

Dear Parti cipants, dear Colleagues and dear Friends,

it is our great pleasure to invite you to Munich to share with us the 
15th Internati onal Conference on Biomineralizati on (BIOMINXV). 

Biomineralizati on is as diverse as the organisms that form minerals 
– from metabolic products to precisely controlled functi onal ti ssues. 
It holds an important place in diverse scienti fi c fi elds from biology, 
human health and environmental studies to materials science, in-
fl uencing industries such as aqua- and agriculture, mining, building 
material conservati on, and the medical realm. 

The last decades produced many new insights in the organisms’ role 
in local and global geochemical cycles, or in composite materials 
hierarchical architecture and functi on; the huge progress in deci-
phering geneti c informati on is increasingly complemented by cell 
biology studies disclosing the physiological principles of material 
transport and control of precipitati on and dissoluti on.

The congress will provide a forum for presentati on and discussion of 
the many recent advances and open questi ons, and for sti mulati on 
of further producti ve internati onal collaborati ons. We were able 
to att ract excellent keynote speakers and we will cover all major 
branches of mineral-organism interacti ons. Accordingly, we invite 
you to submit your cutti  ng-edge scienti fi c contributi ons. To take 
advantage of the diversity in innovati ve contributi ons we will struc-
ture the sessions according to topical keywords that we ask you to 
provide with your abstracts.

We look forward to seeing you in Munich in the European Union.

Wolfgang W. Schmahl Erika Griesshaber

The XVth Internati onal Symposium on Biomineralizati on embraces 
all research fi elds related to interacti ons of unicellular or multi cel-
lular organisms with minerals and studies of related biomimeti c 
model systems. This includes scienti fi c contributi ons on products 
or processes of mineralizati on and mineral dissoluti on, their bio-
logical functi on and biochemical or geneti c background, and their 
relevance to medicine, materials science, agriculture, aquaculture, 
earth sciences, ecology, evoluti on, environmental issues, and further 
fi elds of interest. 

Abstracts should be submitt ed in English.
Topical keywords for the submission are provided on 
www.biomin2019.de.

Selected/major contributi ons  will be published as full papers in 
a special issue of Acta Biomaterialia with the ti tle: From Cells to 
Biomaterials.

Abstract Deadline

31 May
Abstract submission 

and registrati on:
www.biomin2019.de

Biomaterials.Biomaterials.
a special issue of Acta Biomaterialia with the ti tle: From Cells to 
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